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1 B [T us to addreſs you on a ſubjeR, 


* 


1 | AN ADDRESS 
N TO THE CHRISTIAN LALTY 


EONS — 


4 | IN GREAT-BRITAIN. 


* 


GENTLEMEN, 


0 TY 
TA 


which mult deeply intereſt your genero- 
ſity, your humanity, and your gratitude. Ii is 
in behalf of a very valuable, uſeful, and ini- 
portant claſs of our tellow-ſubjeQs, the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel all over the united king- 
doms. You are well aware that, in general, 

no deſcription of men of ſimilar rank is ſo 
fenderly provided for in life, and fo little en— 
abled to lay up any thing for the ſupport of 
their families, when they themſelves are re- 


1 moved 


b 
moved by death. Having moſt of them their 
pittance of income paid in money, that pit- 
tance is every day, from the advanced price of 
all themecelarics of life, diminiſhing in va— 
lue and effect. A pecuniary ſtipend, or ſub- 
ſcription, is not half the value now, that it 
was thirty years ago. Eut the object of this 
addreſs, is not to deviſe an increaſe of revenue 
to the miniſter himſelf; he muſt continue to 
ſtruggle though his complicated labours and 
diffculties as he may; it is to aſſiſt him in 
making ſome permanent provition for the 
partner of his humble lot, and for a friendleſs 
offspring, ſhould they ſurvive them. In the 
view of this event he has indeed, as a Chriſ- 
tian, much to encourage and ſupport him, but 
as a man, he is fubjected to.many painful. 
feelings, and deprefling apprehenſions, which 
it would be highly delirable to prevent, or to 
remove. 
No one can be weak enough. to think that 
an attempt to relieve the widow and fatherleſs 
children of a miniſter of the religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, by means of a well-digeſted plan of 
human prudence ; ; is to encroach on the pro- 
vince of Divine Providence. The great Ruler 


e 


t 


of the Univerſe, conduQs the affairs of it by 
created agents, and by the exerciſe of thoſe 


powers and faculties which he has committed 
to them. The example of our bleſſed Lord 


is equal to a thouſand arguments, to recom- 


mend the uſe of prudent foreſight, while we 


yet live, towards alleviating the diſtreſſes of 
thoſe who are dear to us, after we ate dead. 


In dying agony, and in the very act of pour- 
ing out his ſoul an offering for ſin, he felt for 
the approaching ſolitude, deſertion and de- 


pendence of a mother, through whoſe foul a 
fword had pierced ; and he, who could have 


provided for her by a miracle, thought proper 


to employ the kind offices of friendſhip and 


compaſſion. Woman, behold thy oe 1 eres | 
beloved diſciple; behold thy. mother,” 
Muiniſters of the Goſpel will not be offend- 
ed if we lay that, in general, they are very 
indifferent men of buſineſs. Wiſe unto ſal- 
vation, and to win fouls to the Redeemer, 


many of them are children in underſtanding, 
as to the things of this world. There are caſes 
in which we muſt think and act for them. 


Partakers as we are of the ſpiritual bencfits 
which they are commiſſioned to impart, we lie 


„ under 


1 6 
under an obligation of juſtice, as well as gra- 
titude, to let them partake of the benefit of 


our ſkill, induſtry, 1 1 80 time and ſub- | 
ſtance. : 


Impreſſed with this iden, we, in conjune- 


tion with many of our reſpectable lay friends 
in the Metropolis, have cheerfully, ſtepped for- 


ward to lend counſel and aſſiſtance to a body of 


miniſters aſſociated, under the denomination 


of the Proteflant Union, for the purpoſe of 


forming a plan, and creating a fund, whoſe an- 


nual produce ſhall conſtitue a regular, though 
moderate, proviſion for the families of deceaſ- 


ed miniſters, which, from want of ſuch pro- 
_vilion, are frequently left in many- formed diſ- 


treſs. After much deliberation, in the courſe. 


of which the firſt-rate profeſſional abilities 
have been reſorted to, and the experience of 


{fmilar inſtitutions has been conſulted ; and 
after frequently looking up to Heaven for wiſ- 


dom to direct, a plan has been adopted, of 


which a copy is herewith tranſmitted to you: 


it is reſpectfully ſubmitted to your conſidera- 
tion, and ſolicits your ſupport. 


Gentlemen, in forming the plan, it was 
neceffary to calculate on a z regular annua] ſub- 
e 


E 
gerieten to the general Cond, to be paid by 


the miniſter himſelf, proportional to the be- 
nefit deviſed to ſurvivors. But you muſt be 
ſenſible that, in moſt caſes, this annual pay- 
ment muſt become a very heavy burthen. We 
are called upon therefore, at leaſt to divide it 
with the good men, whom we are bound to 
ce eſteem very highly in love for their works' 
ſake.” The liberality of the public will, we 
Hatter ourſelves, do more. Is it over-rating 
the generoſity of this great nation, to hope 
that not many years hence, by the donations, | 
annual fubſcriptions, collections at places of 
worſhip, and bequeſts of the Laity, a fund, 
ſufficient for all the purpoſes in contempla- 
tion, ſhall be raiſed without trenching on the 
poor ſcrip of a miniſter, whoſe profeſſion ob- 
ſtruts to him the path that leads to wealth, 
while it entitles him to countenance and ſup- 
port during life, and to all the conſolation 
which friendſhip can adminiſter 1n the Pee 
0 ſpe: of diflolution ? _ 


[Signed ou behalf of the Lay Truſtees.] 


-T: PRESTON, Treaſurer. 
Miles 5 Lane, 07, "Thy 1748, 


We 


| . 8 ] 

WE whoſe names are hereunto ſubſeribed, 
having met together for the purpoſe of form- 
ing ourſelves into a Society, for the benefit of 
the Widows and Orphans of Proteſtant Mini- 
ſters and Preachers, reſident in Great Britain, 
to be called the PœOTFSTANT Union, have 
agreed upon the following plan, under the au- 
thority of the Act of Parliament, of the 21ſt of 
June, 1793, entitled An Ac for the Encou- 
ragement and Relief of, the Friendly Societies. 


The 2 of which 


1s by a regular annual ſubſcription to form 
a permanent Fund, ſo as to allow a certain 
income to the Widows and Children of our- 
ſelves, and of ſuch other perſons as ſhall here- 
after become members of this Society. 


11. 
The Means s of raifing and ſupporting the F und, 


1. This Society ſhall” be divided into three 
claſſes, that minifters of ſmall, as well as of 
larger incomes, may have an opportunity. of 
* che benefit of it. 


2. That | 


94 

2. That every miniſter or preacher, upon 
his admiſſion, ſhall make choice of his claſs, 
which ſhall not afterwards be altered, unleſs | 
he deſcends from a higher to a lower claſs, 

3. The claſſes ſhall be as follows: 

1. The members of the firſt elaſs ſhall pay 
the ſum of five guineas annually, 
2. The members of the ſecond claſs mall | 
pay the ſum of four guineas annually, _ 

3. The members of the third claſs ſhall pay 
the ſum of three guineas annually®, 

4. That every member, on his admiſſion, 
ſhall pay the firſt year's ſubſcription in full. 
5. That the ſubſcription ſhall afterwards 


be paid half yearly, that is to ſay, on or before 


the roth day of December; and on or before : 
the Goth day of June in each year. 

6. That in caſe any member ſhall neglect 
to pay his ſubſcription within one month after 
it becomes due, he ſhall pay, according to his 
clas, a forfeit of three ſhillings, if the claſs be 
three guineas ; a forfeit of four ſhillings, if the 

N. B. The ſums are expected to be raiſed by col- 


lections, in the congregations whoſe miniſters are mem- 
bers 91 this Society, 


claſs 


claſs be four guineas; a forfeit of five ſhil- 
linge, if the claſs be five guineas. 
7. That if any member of this Society ſhall 
fail to pay his ſubſcription, with intereſt and 
forfeit, for ſix months after the ſame becomes 
due, he ſhall be excluded, and alſo Basen all 
his preceding payments. 
8. If any member of this ſociety, on leav= 
ing the khigdom, ſhall continue beyond ſeas 
for a year and a day at one time, except to ex- 
erciſe his miniſtry i in the neighbouring king- 
dom of Ireland, or with the knowledge, con- 
ſent, or permiſſion of the "Truſtees, his family 
ſhall forteit all intereſt in the inſtitution; and 
If any member ſhall loſe his life by the hand 
of juſtice, his family thall in like manner loſe 
their-intereſt, 1 
9. That the treaſurer or truſtees, or any 
member of this Society will thankfully receive 
any ſubſcription or donation from thoſe whoſe - 
benevolence may incline them to afliſt in raiſ-= 
ing and ſupporting the ſaid fund. And all ſuch _ 
ſubſcriptions, donations, and bequelts {hall be 
; part of the ſtock of this Oy 


f 


It. 


LM] 
1 
Members and Moodle of Admiſſion. 


1. That this Society ſhall conſiſt of ſuch 
Proteſtant miniſters and preachers of all deno- 
minations in Great Briain as ſhall become 
ſubſcribers to the fund, who, without their 
manual ſubſcription hereto, ſhall be bound by 
the rules of this Society as now ſettled, and 
by all ſuch other rules as ſhall hereafter be 
paſſed at a general meeting of the Society, and 
confirmed at a ſecond general meeting. 

2. That no miniſter or preacher now exer- 


ciſing his miniſtry, who ſhall neglect to join 


this ſociety within two years from the date 


hereof ſhall hereafter be admitted a member. 


3. That if any miniſter or preacher in Eng- 


land ſhall neglect to join this ſociety within 


two years from his commencing preacher, or 


from his ordination, admiſſion licence, or 
leaving the academy, he ſhall forever be ineli- 


gible to become a member.. 


4. That if any miniſter in Scotland ſhall 
neglect to join this ſociety, within two years 


after his ordination and admiſſion to the charge 


of 


— 


\ 
* * . 
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of a congregation, he ſhall be for ever in- 


: eligible. 


5. That after two years from the date 


hereof, no miniſter or preacher can be admit- 


ted a member who ſhall be more than the : age 


of forty-five. 


6. That all members after the 29th Pp of 


December next ſhall be admitted by ballot, 
at a general meeting, and no perſon ſhall be 


admitted unleſs two thirds of the members 


preſent ballot for him. 


7. That every miniſter or preacher deſirous 


of becoming a member, ſhall ſignify his in- 
| tention with a certificate, or other ſatisfying _ 
proof of his age, and age of his wife (if any) 
and the number and age of children (if any) 
to the Secretary, at leaſt three months before 
the general meeting. f 


8. It is, moreover, expreſsly agreed, that 


every layman, ſubſcribing one guinea or up- 
wards, annually, be entitled to vote, and be 
ſummoned, if in London or Weſtminſter, or 
within the Bills of Mortality, to attend the 
General Meetings, but can have no beneficial 
4 intereſt whatſozver in the Funds of {his So- 
ciety. 5 1 IV. . 


* 


— 
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The Application of the Funds of the Society. 


1. The widow of each miniſter ſhall re- 
ceive according to his claſs, the following 
yearly ſums: 

1. Thoſe whoſe huſbands belonged to. the 
firſt claſs, the n ſum of twenty-five 
pounds. 

2. Thoſe whoſe huſbands belonged to the 

ſecond claſs, the yearly ſum of twenty pounds. 

2. Thoſe whoſe huſbands belong to the 
third claſs, the yearly ſum of ſixteen pounds. 

2. That if one or more children ſhould be 
left, and no widow, they ſhall be provided for 

in the following manner : 
| 1. If one child ſhould be leſt, that child 
hs. ſhall receive a ſum equal to four years annui- 
9 * , In the claſs to which the deceaſed parent 
belonged. 


2. If two children, they ſhall receive a ſum 
equal to fix years annuity. 


3. If three, they ſhall receive a fur equal 
to ſeven years annuity. =o 


4. 
> 
* 
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4. If four children, or more, a ſum equal 

to eight years annuity, and the preceding 
ſums ſhall be divided equally OY Rees 
according to their number. 

5. While a child or children are minors, 
the intereſt of the ſum due, at the rate of five 
per cent. per annum, ſhall be paid by the 
truſtees half yearly, to the executor or other 
friend of the orphans, at the diſcretion of the 
truſtees, till the ſaid child or children attain 
the age of twenty-one ; when the whole ſum 
* ſhall be paid. In caſe of the death of one or 

more children, before the age of twenty-one, 
then the ſum due to the deceaſed child or 
children, ſhall fall into the general fund of 
the Society. 

111. If the widow of a miniſter mall die, or 
marry again, within eight years, after the de- 
ceaſe of her huſband, leaving a child or chil- 
dren, the child or children left, ſhall be entitled 
to a ſum equivalent to the difference between 


the ſum actually received by the widow, and 
cight years of ſaid annuity, according to the 
regulations in the caſe of other children. 


Iv. That the ſaid annuities and proviſions 
has ” 


C3) 


ſhall be ſubjeR to the following reſtri®tions EY 


= regulations : 
1. That if any member of this Society 
12 die before he has been a member two 
years and a half, and before he has made his 
firſt half yearly payment for the third year, 
| then his e is not to receive any benefit 
from this fund. 

2. That if any member of this Society die | 
before he has paid a ſum equal to four year's 


85 annuity of his widow, the deficiency ſhall be : 


deducted from the annuity, or the ſum to be 
paid to the children; provided always that the 
| ſum deduQted from the widow's annuity, do 
not in any one year exceed one half of her 
aid annuity. 


3. That if any db of this Society i, 


ſhall marry a perſon twelve years younger 
than himſelf, and die, his widow ſhall not be 


entitled to the whole of her annuity, nor his 


children by her (if any) to their proviſion, 
"unleſs he has paid into the fund of the So- 
Ciety, a ſum equal to ſix years annuity of his 
widow, but the deduction ſhall be as by the | 
preceding article, 


5 2 2 4. The 
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4. That annuities to Widows and provi- 
ſions to Orphans, ſhall be paid within ſix 
months after the death of any member is cer- 
tified by due proof of his burial, and an affi- 
davit of the identity of the deceaſed, or other- 
WMiſe atteſted to the ſatisfaction of the Truſtees. 
F. If at any time it ſhall appear to the So- 
ciety, that their Funds will not be ſufficient 
to pay the claims (which is highly impro- 
bable) then the Truſtees ſhall be empowered 
to direct a call to be made upon the ſeveral 
members of this Society in proportion to their 
claſſes, for making good any deficiency, pro- 
_ vided the call in any one year do not exceed 
one third of his rate; and any member refuſ- 
ing to anſwer ſuch call, ſhall be excluded, 
and all his payments forfeited to the benefit of 
the Society. 

6. That if. in \ proceſs of time, through the 


35 PRs of Divine Providence, it ſhall appear 


to the Society, that it has acquired a capital 4 
more than ſufficient to uphold its credit, as 
well as to ſatisfy all claims to which it may be 
- liable, it ſhall then be competent to the So- 
ciety to determine whether the ſurplus fund, 


hall 8 


7. 4 


ſhall be applicd to increaſe the allowance to 


| Widows and Children, or to diminiſh i the. 


ſubſcription of the members. 
7. That the widow of any miniſter marty- 


ing again, ſhall loſe her annuity from the So- 


Ciety ; and whilſt ſhe continues a widow, 
ſhall at all times make known her place of 


abode to the Society; and every widow fhall, 


previous to the receiving of her annuity, pro- 
duce to the Truſtees a certificate under the 


hands of the Miniſter and Churchwardens, 


where ſhe may reſide, or elders, or deacons of 


the church or congregation, to which ſhe be- 


Tongs, that ſhe {till remains the widow of the 4 


| deceaſed member. 


8. That no widow who mall be entitled to 
any benefit from this Society, ſhall at any 
time or times, fell or otherwiſe diſpoſe of her 
annuity or any part thereof; that no ſum or 


» ſums of money, ſhall or will be paid by this 
Society, but to ſuch widow only whoſe receipt 


Ati 


alone ſhall be accepted by the Truſtees for 


the payment thereof; and in cafe it ſhall be 


diſcovered that any widow has, directly or in- 


direAly, fold or parted with her intereſt as 
aforeſaid, then upon latisfactory proof thereof, 


IT, . 


ſuch annuity ſhall immediately ceaſe, and neĩ- 
ther ſuch widow, nor any perſon for or on her 
account, ſhall have any further claim or de- 


mand on this Society. 
V. 


The Method of managing the Afuirs 7 l. 
 Soctety. 


1. That this Setety be under the direction 
of twenty-five Truſtees in London, together 
with a Treaſurer and Secretary, and of twenty 


five Truſtees for the country. 


That the Truſtees in London, con ſiſt of 5 


the following twelve Miniſters and thirteen 
- Laymen: 


The Rev. 35 ne 5 Hamilton, 


NI. D.; Thomas Hawies, M. D.; R. Hill; 
H. Hunter, D. D.; A. Mather; ]. Ripon. 
D, D.; J. Town; J. Townſend; A. Waugh; 


M. Wilks; W. Winkworth. 


Lay Truftees, Mr. J. R. Burchett; R. | 
Cowie; G. Durant ; J. Fenn; S. Foyſter; J. 


. Hardcaſtle; J. Neale; J. Reyner ; W. Sims; 
1 N J. nee J. Wilſon, and 


S. W : 


: 1 | 
_ G. Wolfe:—in which proportion, the Loa- 
don Truſtees ſhall always be choſen at all the 
future elections. 
And that the Truſtees for the country, mall 
be the following: 
The Rev. J. Brewer, Birmingham ; J. 
Charles, Bala; S. Greatheed, Newport Pag- 
nel; T. Gritten, Kendal; P. Oliver, Cheſter; 
Mr. J. Barnes, Liverpool; D. Charles, Car- 
marthen; W. Cruden, Aberdeen; D. Dale, 
Glaſgow ; W. Gilleſpy, Glaſgow; J. Gew- 
ger, Ramſgate ; J. Gwinnap, Falmouth; R. 
Haldane, Stirling; J. A. Minchin, Goſport; 
J. Parkinſon, Norwich; A. Pitcairn, Edin- | 
burgh; A. Pope, Briſtol; J. Sanders, Ply- 
mouth; R. Sheriff, Leith; W. Smith, New- 
caſtle upon Tyne; R. Spear, Mancheſter ; 
T. Thompſon, Hull; J. Walker, Rother- 
ham; W. Witteridge, Far End, near Bootle; : 
and W. Wigney, Brighton. 

2. A General Annual Meeting of the So- 
ciety ſhall be held in London, on the Mon- 
- day after the ſecond Wedneſday in May, at 
the Scots Church, London Wall, for the pur- 
| Poſe of chooſing Truſtees and other officers, 
Which may be done by ballot. 

5 33 3. That 


15 


3. That four of the London Truſtees, viz. 
two Miniſters and two Laymen, ſhall go out 
annually by lot, but ſhall be eligible for re- 
election the following year. 

4. That there ſhall be alſo three erat 
Meetings of the Society, to be held on the 
firſt day after Midſummer, Michaelmas and 
Chriſtmas, Sundays excepted, for the admit- 


ting members and tranſacting other neceſſary : 
bulineſs. | 


„ 
Regulations bd the Truftes 


. The Truſtees hall have the power to 


receive Subſcriptions, Donations, Bequeſts, 


and all monies payable to this Fund, and to 
place out upon Government, or other good 
and ſufficient ſecurities, the Stock and Ca- 
pital of this Society, in the name of the 'I'rea- 
ſurer and three of their number, who ſhall be 
appointed at their firſt ſitting after each An- 
nual Meeting, and who ſhall be at liberty to 
fell and diſpole of ſuch part of the ſaid Stock, 


1 


as may be neceſſary to pay the Annuitants, 


and to alter and exchange the Funds, pro- 

vided it be done with the concurrence and ap- 
probation of the Truſtees in London; and 
provided always that no part of the Society's 
fund ſhall be lent upon houſes, buildings, or 


any perſonal ſecurity whatſoever. 


2. That the Treaſurer and Truſtees, mall 


ſerve without fee, perquiſite, or reward, ex- 


cepting their neceſſary ex pences incurred in 
doing the bulineſs of this Soctety, which fhall 


be paid out of the Funds of the Society. 


3. That the Treaſurer and Truſtees, ſhall 


lay before the Society at its General Meet- 


Ings, their Books, Accounts, Vouchers, and 


other Papers, . ſubmit them to examina- 


tion. 
4. That they ſhall make out Cle a ; Gale 


ſtatement of the Fund, with its Receipts and 
Diſburſements to be laid before the Annual 


Meeting, to be examined and ſigned by the 


Chairman of the ſaid Annual Meeting, to be 
printed and preſented to every member of this 


Society, and to all ſuch perſons as may be 
5 contributors to the benefit thereof. 


* That the Truſtees ſhall have a power to 


chooſe 


1 42 J 


chooſe their own Chairman, and to appoint. 
the time and places. of their meeting. = 
0; That a number not leſs than ſeven of 
the Truſtees, ſhall be ſufficient to do the buſt- 
-nefs of this Society, 
7. "| hat the books of the Truſtees, ſhall 
be open at convenient times, for the inſpec- 
tion of all the members of this Society. 


W. F. PLATT, See. 


Ilalyticll 4491 Vie 


